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ITALY. 

ITygiene !v relation to shipping. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager forwards, under date of February 6, 
the following: In opening an official course of lectures on naval and 
colonial hygiene at the University of Naples February 4, 1903, Prof. 
Alessandro Fasquale, speaking of the scope and importance of the 
subject, said that in a country from which there is such an extensive 
emigration as from Italy it is necessary for the universities to provide 
instruction on hygiene in relation to the shipping in order that there 
may lie assurance that emigrants and the ships on which they leave 
may be in a sanitary condition satisfactory to the authorities of the 
countries to which the emigrants go. Not only is it the duty of the 
country from which emigrants leave to provide for suitable sanitation 
on the passage, but means should be taken to keep persons physically 
unfit from emigrating and to prepare such as do emigrate against the 
perils of a climate to which they are unused. 

The course at the university will include instructions in naval con- 
struction from a sanitary standpoint, examination of water, air, and 
food aboard ship, the consideration of air space, disease on board ship, 
disinfection, quarantine, the examination of personnel, and, in short, 
all subjects in which medicine has a practical bearing on shipping. 

The Surgeon-General. 

JAPAN. 

Report from Yokohama — Plague death in Tokyo — Smallpox imported 

from Korea. 

Assistant Surgeon Moore reports January 29 as follows: During 
the week ended .January 24, 1903, there were inspected 4 vessels with 
an aggregate personnel of 436 crew and 504 passengers; 50 crew and 
398 steerage passengers were bathed and 610 pieces of baggage dis- 
infected. 

The official report of contagious diseases in Yokohama for the same 
period shows 3 cases of enteric fever, with one death; scarlet fever, 
1 case, no deaths; diphtheria, 7 cases, 4 deaths; dysenteiy, 1 case, no 
deaths. 

The plague situation in Tokyo seems highly favorable, if the reports 
received are accurate. The last reported case of plague in that city 
resulted fatally on the 14th instant, the victim being a medical officer 
of the Honjo Epidemic Hospital. 

It is reported that cholera is still present in Saga Ken. 

The vernacular press reports a number of cases of smallpox (at 
present uncommon in .Japan) in Yamaguchi and Kagawa Kens. The 
disease is said to have been imported from Korea in Japanese fishing 
boats. This circumstance possesses some interest from a quarantine 
standpoint in view of the fact that a movement seems to be on foot 
for the introduction of Korean laborers into Hawaii. In examining 
the first detachment of these Koreans, about one hundred in number, 
who passed through here some weeks ago, I was struck by the large 
percentage of pock-marked faces. 

The Surgeon-General. 



